O
ver the past 15 years, JavaScript has evolved from a "toy" language to a mainstream programming one that powers Web browsers, games, and server applications. Perhaps the most significant development that led to JavaScript's ubiquitous use was the emergence of the jQuery library. In many development shops, jQuery is the core library upon which all other application code is developed.
I spoke with jQuery creator John Resig, currently of Khan Academy, which offers instructional videos and learning tools for math, science, computer programming, history, and more. You can see the entire interview with John at www.computer.org/computingconversations. John Resig discusses the birth of the JavaScript library jQuery and how it came to play a key role in the browser software ecosystem.
BUILDING AN ELEGANT LIBRARY
See www.computer.org/computer-multimedia for multimedia content related to this article. O ver the past decade, thanks to the work of John Resig and many others in building and evolving high-quality JavaScript libraries, moving application functionality into browsers is increasingly becoming a reality. The jQuery library provided a base level of functionality, almost like an operating system for browser applications that provided a solid foundation to move the entire industry forward. It will be interesting to see how the following generations of JavaScript libraries will build on this innovative work.
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